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The Ultralight Squadron of America Newsletter 

April 2010 

Ultralight Squadron of America 
 

Perris Valley Ultralight Airpark 

 

Saturday, April 10, 2010 
 

 

Join us for our annual Perris, CA Club fly-in and 

competition.  

Field information and airport entry procedures for the ultralight field are 

posted on our website. Fly down the Friday before and spend the night 

in our club house. We will even feed you. Gas is available. 
 

Events:   

08:30 AM Ultralight Competition* 

10:30 AM Poker Run* - Best/Worst Hand and Timed Event 

12:00 PM Barbeque 

 1 ï 4 PM Forums/Demos/Mfg. Reps 

 1 ï 6 PM Balloon Pop*, Fly-bys, Rides, R/C demo 

06:00 PM Evening Flight* 

08:00 PM Bonfire/Jam Session & Conversation 

* Pilotôs brief 30 minutes prior to the event. 
 

SWAP MEET!!!  SWAP MEET!!! SWAP MEET!!! 

ALL MANNER OF THINGS AERONAUTICAL OR OTHERWISEé 

 

Club Website: www.ultralightsquadron.org 

Contact: Jim Farthing 760-630-0250 or farth001@cox.net 

     Richard Lefebvre 858-699-0446 or webmas-

ter@ultralightsquadron.org 

 

USA 
OFFICERS 

Mark Carnighan 
President 

(714) 381-6375 

Q 

Bill Moody 
Vice President 
(909) 319-1980 

Q  
JIM FARTHING 

Secretary 
(760) 630-0250 

Q  
Dale Pierce 
Treasurer 

(714) 524-8251 
Make checks out to: 

EVUPA 
Mail dues to: 

 

17451 Brooklyn 

Yorba Linda, CA 92886 

Q 
Mike Porter 

Sergeant-At-Arms 
(714) 692-0525 

Q  
LES SEYMOUR 
Ultralog Editor 
(760) 731-9629 

skyranger4les@sbcglobal.net 

Ultralight/LSA Fly - In 2010  

 

http://www.ultralightsquadron.org/
mailto:farth001@cox.net
mailto:webmaster@ultralightsquadron.org
mailto:webmaster@ultralightsquadron.org
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Club Mi nu tes of D ecem ber 13 , 20 09 

Club Minutes of March 6. 2010 

April 2010 

 

 

 

 Meeting called to order at 10:15. Officers present were Mark 

Carnighan, Jim Farthing, Bill Moody, Dale Pierce and Mike Porter. 

 

OFFICER REPORTS: 

 

Secretary's Report: February minutes were accepted as published. 

 

Treasurer's March Report:  

 

     Month-end balance (Jan)          $16,366.01 

     Deposits (Feb)          $  1,810.00 

     Expenses (Feb)                $  2,394.45 

     Ending balance (Feb)                $15,781.56 

     Reserve balance                         $  5,910.00 

     Dues in arrears                     $     730.00 

Treasurer's report was accepted as read. 

 

OTHER REPORTS: 

 

Competition Report: Ten pilots competed for Ace of the month including Chuck Rossô student Brad. Point 

standing for the competition are: 

     Mike Porter         29 points 

     Chuck Ross        26 

     Paul Straight       21 

     Bob Baker           21   (Nubie) 

     Brad (student)     21 

     Bob Chase `       19 

     Les Seymour      16 

     Lloyd McFarland 15 

     Jim Shepherd     15   Current Top Dog 

     Bryan Harman    10   (Nubie) 

 

Calendar Review: 
     Mar 13    Fly-out to Borrego 

     Mar 20    Fly-out to Landers 

     Mar 27    Fly-out to Wohlford 

     Apr 04    Easter Weekend 

     Apr 10    Perris Fly-in and Swap Meet 

     May 01   Club meeting - Nominate new officers 

     May 08   Fly-out to Wohlford 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Safety: Mats Roden, a new club member and low time ultralight pilot, had and aileron cable failure while fly-

ing his Phantom. Because he used Teleflex cables he was able to keep control of one aileron and land safely. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Gary Sullivan Memorial:  The memorial was attended by over 40 friends and fellow pilots of Gary. A tradi-

tional memorial fly-by of six pilots making three passes over the take-off runway and dropping a flower on the 

runway in honor of Garyôs memory. 

 

Field/Club House Clean-up: Immediately after lunch. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Alan Shook: Joined the club in 1983 and is one of three remaining original club members including Jim 

Tucker and John Miller was voted Honorary Member as the first order of new business. Alan is now living in 

Las Vegas, NV and invites us to come for a visit anytime. 

 

Planning for April Perris fly -in:  Jim Farthing reviewed agenda items. A highlight of the fly-in this year will 

be the "swap meet" sale-a-thon of used aircraft parts and anything else of interest. 

 

Lake Wohlford Fly -out: A joint fly-out of USA and SDUA will be held March 27 for those pilots interested. 

Be ready to go early that Saturday morning. Pilot briefing at 8 am. 

 

Club Sewing Machine: The club has purchased and industrial strength sewing machine for member use to 

make up hangar curtains and aircraft covers. Operation of the machine requires instruction from Bob Baker 

prior to using the machine. On Saturdays and Sundays the machine will be scheduled morning and afternoon 

times to allow everyone access to the machine and prevent hogging of the machine. The machine may also 

be scheduled Monday through Friday. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 am for lunch provided by Bill Moody 

(Continued from page 2) 

Jim Farthing receives Stan Hauxhurst award Jim Shepherd receives 2009 Top Gun Award 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 

 

This month is our big fly-in and we are all looking forward to it. The fly-in 

is to carry on the tradition of the Jack Diamond Fly-ins of the early days of 

the Ultralight age right here in the Perris/Lake Ellsinore area. But wait, 

there is more, this year is the celebration of 30 years of Ultralights. There 

will be some events at this yearôs Sunón Fun, if all goes per plans. But we 

will get it all started as our Fly-In is first. Once again Perris is the lead in 

Ultralights. 

 

We should have as many old classic ultralights as we can out and on dis-

play as we can. If we are real lucky we can get a photo of them all together. 

Jim Stevenson can then publish it for us, why not; he is setting up the event at Sunón Fun. I will have 

to try and hang my wings and at least roll it out for the event, even if the MXLII isnôt flying. 

 

The other big thing we have to do is, CLEAN OUT OUR HANGERS, and sell off the old junk. Well 

one flyers junk is anotherôs desperately needed part. Yes, there will be having a Fly- Market at the fly-

in. so bring yours parts, and bring your money, but mostly your money! 
 

--Mark 

Holly Moody, Les Seymourôs Co-Pilot 
St Patrick aka Bob Chase 
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Gary Sullivan Memorial Fly -by 

 
On March 6 the Squadron came together to honor the passing of long time member Gary Sullivan with our 

traditional Memorial Fly-by. A brief eulogy was given by Jim Farthing, Secretary before the commencement 

of the fly-by. Two dozen red, white and blue carnations were distributed to six pilots who performed the ser-

vice: Les Seymour, Lloyd McFarland, Paul Straight, Bryan Harmon, Chuck Ross and Jim Shepherd who 

flew Garyôs old plane, a lime green Aerolite 103. Gary is survived by his daughter Suzan Sullivan, son 

Christopher Sullivan and seven grand children.  
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Letter of the Week: Revamp Light Sport to 

Save GA from AVWEB 

 
The real world responses to this week's Question of the 

Week on the FAA's 2030 Aviation Forecast once again 

underscore the fact that the FAA's "last great hope" for 

aviation, Light Sport, is going to go the way of the 1990s 

recreational pilot and the Dodo bird. It's high time that 

everyone involved "gets" the fact that aviation is a sunset 

industry [unless there's] a massive paradigm shift in think-

ing. 

 

All of the ongoing positive accolades from FAA and EAA 

and AOPA aside, Light Sport has produced only 3,248 

Light Sport pilots in just over five years. That's about one 

Light Sport pilot per State per month. The total number of 

active U.S. pilots is down more than 35 percent since the 

heyday of the early 1980s. Something has to be done. 

From FAA's own database, the average age of a new LSA 

pilot is 53, while the average age of a new student pilot is 

34. Looks like the older guys are the ones interested in 

LSA. That's good, but it isn't going to reinvigorate avia-

tion. Per the FAA, there is no way to determine how many 

older existing pilots are transitioning down to LSA, but by 

viewing the age of participants at Sebring's LSA Expo, I'd 

bet big bucks that it's a number larger than new LSA pi-

lots. There are lots of aging pilots who want to keep fly-

ing, and Light Sport is their only vehicle. Some of these 

aging pilots own fine existing low-end GA airplanes. 

LSA manufacturers now have 100 ASTM-compliant de-

signs and have sold only just over 1,000 airplanes. To be 

fair, about five manufacturers have built the bulk of LSA 

airplanes, but I wouldn't establish an LSA Company based 

upon those statistics. 

 

Light Sport was supposed to provide us with airplanes that 

would cost just a bit more than a high-end car, from 

$40,000-$60,000. One would be lucky to get one home for 

twice that number at a time when the price of used air-

planes is plummeting. A good C-172 can be had for 

around $40,000, yet the less capable LSA would cost three 

times as much. Have they heard there's a serious economic 

downturn on? 

 

Here are two measures which I feel would cause Light 

Sport to explode compared to the sad performance to date: 

 

1. Raise the totally ridiculous max gross weight of an 

LSA-compliant airplane from 1,320 pounds to about 1,600 

pounds. This would allow a used C-150/152 to be used as 

an LSA and pull more new pilots into the fold. The exist-

ing LSA MGW limits the incorporation of sufficient de-

sign safety margins and handling qualities. 

2. Establish two categories of Light Sport Pilots, one for 

novice LSA pilots and one for the aging existing popula-

tion of experienced pilots with hundreds or thousands of 

hours who want to keep flying but don't want to deal with 

medicals. It could be further defined by the total number 

of flying hours, as well. Anyone over, say, 400 hours of 

total time ought to have more options than being limited to 

a 1,320-pound airplane. I'd be willing to limit myself to 

day VFR only with one other passenger in my C-172 if I 

could continue to fly it under Light Sport rules. 

 

Within FAA's own existing rules, there exist FARs which 

define the parameters of what a Primary class aircraft is 

and what privileges a recreational pilot may fly under. 

Neither of these FAA "better ideas" ever went anywhere, 

but by marrying them with the LSA movement, I believe 

that a massive quantum leap in interest would occur. 

A person could become a recreational pilot in 30 hours and 

fly a C-172 but would need a medical. The same person 

could today fly a 1,320-pound LSA without a medical. 

Frankly, we're down to splitting hairs here. 

 

A new LSA pilot aspirant ð lets call them Type A 

(novice) ð would be limited to the (new) 1,600-pound C-

150/C152 airplane. But as he/she builds time, he could 

move up to an airplane that meets Primary aircraft stan-

dards. They'd still be limited to day VFR and one passen-

ger but could hope to fly better, more comfortable air-

planes that cost a heckuva lot less than a new LSA. 

The existing experienced pilots willing to give up privi-

leges in return for no medicals could continue to fly their 

existing airplanes as long as they flew day VFR with one 

passenger and the airplane met Primary aircraft parame-

ters. 

Spawning new pilots is important, but equally important is 

keeping the pilots we have. The more pilots and airplanes 

we have, the more infrastructure will be required. Unless 

and until the FAA, et al. get serious about growing avia-

tion, we truly are in a sunset hobby. If no changes are 

made to the LSA rules, it will join its predecessor, Recrea-

tional Pilot, in the box of poorly thought-out aviation 

"better" ideas. 

Larry Stencel 

                                            What do you think?  

http://www.avweb.com/cgi-bin/php/polls/view.php?poll_id=394&display_type=large
http://www.avweb.com/cgi-bin/php/polls/view.php?poll_id=394&display_type=large
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Jim Farthing Flies the Beaver Again! 

 
After nearly two and a half years of reconstruction and general fiddling around, Farthing finally gets airborne 

for an uneventful first flight of his Beaver RX-550. The plane was seriously damaged in a freak Perris wind 

storm Labor Day weekend 2008 when five hangars at the south end of the field were up-ended and turned tur-

tle into the road behind. 

 

This was the first of several phase 2 test flights to ensure the integrity of the engine and airframe, and assess 

the flying characteristics before the plane can be certified for passenger flight. This check out will take place 

during the required five hour fly-off required by the FAA. 

 

My first impression of the plane is that the engine is much stronger since it was overhauled by Wayne Flem-

ington. Water temperature never got over 135ÁF with the new radiators and the EGTôs were 1150/1175. Mini-

mum controllable airspeed was a surprising 35 mph, stalling at 34 mph. Top speed wings level, 6500 rpm was 

82 mph. Slow speed stall has a slight drop to the left. Aileron control was sloppy and I suspect the cables are 

too loose. 

 

All in all, I am very pleased with the performance of the plane on this first test flight. See you at the field. 

The Beaver flies again!!!! 

Jim makes a good landing with the 

Beaver 
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. 

Mike King New Owner 

 
Mike King now owns Bruce Bechtoldôs hangar and GT-400. Here Mike and his wife Gail are making im-

provements to the hangar and plane. Welcome back to the field. 

 

  

 

 
 

Alan Shook New Honorary Member 

 
Alan has been a member of the club since 1983. He is one 

of three remaining original club members including Jim 

Tucker and John Miller. He currently lives in Las Vegas, 

NV and has decided to hang up his goggles. He has brought 

his Air Creation trike to California to be sold. If interested 

in a great plane talk to Chuck Ross 951-288-7657. Alan has 

served several terms as club president, vice-president and 

secretary over the years. He has probably flown nearly 

every plane at the field and everything from an MX to a 

Beaver. His last fixed wing plane was the GT-400 currently 

owned by Bill Steburg. There are many, many stories, tales, 

and lies to be told about the legendary flying adventures of 

Alan Shook.  With Alan flying we never had to search far for cheap entertainmenté The latest being his 

transition to weight shift trike flying after over two decades of fixed wing flying. Old habits are hard to break 

and Alan was as stubborn as they come. Of course on landing a trike you have to push the bar to flare but the 



temptation to pull back (on the stick) to flare was just a might too great for Alané fortunately the nose gear 

was easy to fix and he got really good at fixôn nose gearé he quick to return to the air and did prevail to fly 

the trike for many years. We seized the opportunity of Alanôs presence to nominate him for Honorary member-

ship and he was nearly unanimously approved by the membership with only one ñnayò vote fromé Alan? 

 

Jim Farthing 

A Visitor to the Ultralight Field  
 

Sunday the seventh of March was a cold, breezy and mostly cloudy day. With just enough sun to tease you in 

to thinking it seemed to be warmer, then it would gray over and remind you it is even colder than you 

thought. It is so tough in Southern California. Besides me the only warm bodies were Bryan Harman, s/o 

Pam, and CFI Garrett Woods were getting some flight time and Mike King and wife Gail were mending han-

gar curtains. Quietly standing watching Mike and Gail was a tall lanky gent obviously the only really cold 

body around. Huddled in his hooded sweatshirt clutching his arms around his body to keep warm, forcing a 

warm grin as if to say I really love Southern California. Solomon 

is from the sunny and very beautiful country of Belize in Central 

America. Even better he lives on Ambergrise Caye which is even 

more sunny and more beautiful where the water is so blue and 

clear, the sea breeze warm, and on and on. He said between par-

oxysms of chattering teeth, compared to his beautiful country of 

Belize, California was like the artic. He was forced to come her 

on a temporary stay in the San Diego area for the past few, cold 

months to take flight training at Montgomery Field to get his 

Commercial and Multi Engine ratings. At which time he will 

gladly return to the very beautiful and sunny Belize to fly with a 

local FBO taking cold Californians around his beautiful and 

warm country of Belize. I managed to get Solomon to stop shak-

ing long enough to get his picture next to a really spectacular 

looking Beaver aircraft. You may be wondering how Solomon found his way to Perris from San Diego, 

seems he has a friend who skydives é 

 

Local Light Sport Pilot Solos! 

 
It was a cold and blustery Sunday at the field but the strong of heart and 

weak of mind were undaunted by the Ides of March and sallied forth in to 

the air to fly to Hemet where a really long, nicely paved and wide, safe run-

way awaits to embrace his planes gentle landing. Bryan ñno flinchò Harman 

got to hear those dreaded words that grip your heart in a cold steely vice ñok 

dude, you are on your own; take it around the pattern and give me three 

good landings.ò CFI pilot Garrett Woods from Hemet has worked long and 

(Continued on page 10) 
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hard to be able to say those words to 

Bryan and he thoroughly relished 

the moment; and on the first pass 

uttering the words over the radio 

ñthatôs ok Bryan, most new pilots 

miss the first approach and have to 

go around, ha, ha, ha.ò But mister 

happy face made it back to Perris all 

grins having successfully made 

three full stop landings at Hemet. And being the consum-

mate host had a bottle of real champagne ready. Bryan popped the cork and poured the toast from Garrett, 

Pam, and myselfé very well done indeed and welcome to a select group of flyers as a certified pilot. After all 

the slobbering and burbling Pam got the scissors and Garrett took his wall trophy with the gusto of Atilla the 

Hun. Very well done by all. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Landers Fly-In 
 

More photos and 

story next month 

John Miller first to land at Kelli Field 

Nice warm campfire 
Jay, what is in that 

Margarita? 

Why go flying when we can sit around 

and drink? 


